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Visa for studying

Are you interested in studying in Germany? A German degree opens many doors. There is a wide range of

international study programmes and the fees are low. With this in mind, you can obtain a visa for the purpose

of studying in Germany. A residence permit under Section 16b of the Residence Act (AufenthG)  is also

valid for preparatory measures prior to enrolment in higher education, such as language courses, preparatory

courses for university admission or similar institutions, or doctoral studies at a German university.

To nd out if you need a visa to enter Germany, please refer to the “Do I need a visa?” section.

What are the requirements to receive a visa for studying?

Visa & residence Types of visa

You have been admitted to a state-recognised higher education institution in Germany. To nd out how to

apply for a place on a study programme in Germany, see the “Studies in Germany” section.

With its wide range of study programmes and low tuition fees, Germany attracts many

international students every year. Find out how to apply for a student visa here.

Visa for studying

Working in Germany: the official website
for qualified professionals

https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/visa-residence/types/studying
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/service/glossary/glossary-visum
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/service/glossary/glossary-aufenthaltserlaubnis
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/visa-residence/procedure/do-i-need-visa
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/englisch_aufenthg/englisch_aufenthg.html#p0278
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/visa-residence
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/visa-residence/types
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/study-vocational-training/studies-in-germany
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Do you meet the above requirements? Then nd out about how the entry and visa process works.

What opportunities does a student visa offer?

Residence permits for study purposes are usually issued for an initial period of two years. If you have not

obtained your degree within this period, you can request to have your residence permit renewed for a further

two years.

During your time at university, you can work up to 140 full days or 280 half days per year, or up to 20 hours

per week. You can take part-time student jobs for an unlimited period.

Staying in Germany after graduation

After successfully completing your degree, you can extend your stay in Germany by applying for a residence

permit for jobseekers under Section 20 (1) No. 1 of the Residence Act (AufenthG) . The residence permit is

issued for up to 18 months as a means of nding skilled employment in Germany. You can work in any

occupation while looking for skilled employment. As soon as you have found a qualied employment

position, you can apply to convert your residence permit for study purposes into a residence permit for

skilled workers or an EU Blue Card. You can nd out more about the opportunities available to you while you

study in Germany and after you graduate in the “Prospects after graduation” section.

You are able to cover your living costs for the duration of your study programme. You can prove that you

have sufcient funds through a blocked bank account (at least €11,904 in 2025), a scholarship or a

declaration of commitment.

Some programmes require a certain level of language prociency, usually level B2 of the Common

European Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR). You must prove your language skills to the

German embassy or consulate.

Info box

Graduates of German higher education institutions can apply for a settlement permit

 [AufenthG]) after working in Germany for

more than two years.

(Section 18c (1) sentence 2 of the Residence Act

https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/visa-residence/procedure/entry-process
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/service/glossary/glossary-qualifizierte-beschaeftigung
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/visa-residence/types/work-qualified-professionals
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/visa-residence/types/work-qualified-professionals
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/visa-residence/types/eu-blue-card
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/study-vocational-training/studies-in-germany/prospects-after
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/englisch_aufenthg/englisch_aufenthg.html#p0570
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/service/glossary/glossary-sperrkonto
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/service/glossary/glossary-verpflichtungserklaerung
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/service/glossary/glossary-gemeinsamer-europaeischer-referenzrahmen-sprachen
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/service/glossary/glossary-gemeinsamer-europaeischer-referenzrahmen-sprachen
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/englisch_aufenthg/englisch_aufenthg.html#p0406
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Mobility arrangements for international students

Do you have a student visa from another EU country and would like to study in Germany for a while? If your

stay in Germany does not exceed 360 days, you do not need a residence title for Germany. However, the host

educational institution in Germany must inform the Federal Ofce for Migration and Refugees (BAMF) and

the competent authority in the other EU Member State about your intended study period in Germany. There

are a number of documents that need to be submitted to the authorities when they are notied of your plans

to study abroad.

Visa for seeking a place in higher education

Have you decided to study in Germany but have not yet been admitted to a higher education institution? If

you meet certain requirements, you may be entitled to enter Germany on a visa for seeking a place in higher

education under Section 17 (2) of the Residence Act (AufenthG) .

To nd out if you need a visa to enter Germany, please refer to the “Do I need a visa?” section.

What are the requirements for a visa for seeking a place in
higher education?

Do you meet the above requirements? Then nd out about how the entry and visa process works.

What opportunities does a visa for the purpose of seeking a
place in higher education?

A visa or residence permit for the purpose of seeking a place in higher education allows you to stay in

Germany for up to nine months. During this time, you can apply for a place at a university or for a preparatory

measure prior to enrolment in higher education. Examples of preparatory measures include attending a

You can prove that you have a school-leaving certicate that entitles you to study at a German higher

education institution or attend a preparatory course for university admission.

You meet the language requirements for your chosen study programme. Contact your local German

embassy or consulate to nd out which documents are required.

You can cover your living costs for the entire duration of your stay. You can prove this by opening a

blocked bank account with a minimum of €1,091 per month (in 2025) or by submitting a declaration of

commitment.

https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/service/glossary/glossary-aufenthaltstitel
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/service/glossary/glossary-bundesamt-fuer-migration-und-fluechtlinge-bamf
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/visa-residence/procedure/do-i-need-visa
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/englisch_aufenthg/englisch_aufenthg.html#p0353
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/visa-residence/procedure/entry-process
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/service/glossary/glossary-studienkolleg
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language course or a preparatory course for university admission. A residence permit for seeking a place in

higher education cannot be renewed for the same purpose.

During this time, you are permitted to work up to 20 hours a week. You also have the opportunity to

complete up to two weeks of trial work. This means that you can earn some money during your stay for

seeking a place in higher education.

Have you been admitted to a higher education institution in Germany or to a preparatory course for university

admission? Then you can apply to your local foreigners authority  for a residence permit for the purpose

of studying under Section 16b of the Residence Act (AufenthG) .

Information on the web

Federal Foreign Ofce (FFO)
You can nd out which visa you need in order to come to Germany with the Visa-Navigator.

Federal Ofce for Migration and Refugees (BAMF)
Centre of Excellence for Asylum, Migration and Integration in Germany

Print page

Do you have any questions?

Let us advise you on your opportunities to work and live in Germany. Our experts will support you

with questions regarding job search, visa, recognition and learning German. 

https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/visa-residence/types/studying
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/visa-residence/types/studying
https://bamf-navi.bamf.de/en/
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/englisch_aufenthg/englisch_aufenthg.html#p0275
https://visa.diplo.de/en/#/vib
https://www.bamf.de/EN/Startseite/startseite_node.html;jsessionid=435B0168C544368FF31791DB33CCF118.internet541
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/visa-residence/types/studying/print
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.make-it-in-germany.com%2Fen%2F%3Ftx_basetpl%255Bmain%255D%3D1057%26type%3D1568366641%26cHash%3D484b47881415268ce6c5bd512aadc41b
https://www.twitter.com/share?text=Visa%20for%20studying&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.make-it-in-germany.com%2Fen%2F%3Ftx_basetpl%255Bmain%255D%3D1057%26type%3D1568366641%26cHash%3D484b47881415268ce6c5bd512aadc41b
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.make-it-in-germany.com%2Fen%2F%3Ftx_basetpl%255Bmain%255D%3D1057%26type%3D1568366641%26cHash%3D484b47881415268ce6c5bd512aadc41b
https://web.whatsapp.com/send?text=Visa%20for%20studying%20https%3A%2F%2Fwww.make-it-in-germany.com%2Fen%2F%3Ftx_basetpl%255Bmain%255D%3D1057%26type%3D1568366641%26cHash%3D484b47881415268ce6c5bd512aadc41b
mailto:?subject=Visa%20for%20studying&body=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.make-it-in-germany.com%2Fen%2Fvisa-residence%2Ftypes%2Fstudying
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E-Mail Hotline FAQ

You can nd out more about the various contact options by clicking on one of the icons in the bar

below.


