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Visa for professionally experienced workers

If you are an experienced professional and would like to work in a non-regulated profession, there are good

career opportunities in Germany. In this case, you can obtain a residence permit for qualied employment in

Germany under Section 19c (2) of the Residence Act  [AufenthG]) in conjunction with

Section 6 of the Ordinance on the Employment of Foreigners  (BeschV). The formal recognition of your

qualication in Germany is not necessary for this. 

To nd out if you need a visa to enter Germany, see the “Do I need a visa?” section.

What are the requirements for a visa for professionally
experienced workers?

Visa & residence Types of visa

Do you have a foreign qualication and extensive professional experience? Learn about the

requirements for this type of visa here.

Visa for professionally experienced workers

Working in Germany: the official website
for qualified professionals

https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/visa-residence/types/visa-professionally-experienced-workers
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/service/glossary/glossary-aufenthaltserlaubnis
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/service/glossary/glossary-qualifizierte-beschaeftigung
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/service/glossary/glossary-visum
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/visa-residence/procedure/do-i-need-visa
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/englisch_aufenthg/englisch_aufenthg.html#p0515
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/englisch_beschv/englisch_beschv.html#p0043
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/visa-residence
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/visa-residence/types
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Qualication: You have a non-academic vocational qualication or an academic qualication that is

recognised by the government of the country in which it was obtained. It is important that your non-

academic vocational qualication required at least two years of vocational training. To support your visa

application, you will need a positive result for this qualication, which you can apply for online at

the Central Ofce for Foreign Education (ZAB). If your qualication is an academic degree, you can also

apply to the ZAB for conrmation of state recognition in the country in which it was obtained.

Tip

If you completed vocational education and training at a German Chamber of Commerce

Abroad (AHK) that meets the requirements of the Vocational Training Act (BBiG), this

qualication will also be accepted. For this purpose, please contact the

 (BIBB). You can also ask the

German Chamber of Commerce Abroad that issued your qualication whether it meets the

requirements.

Federal Institute for Vocational Education and Training

Professional experience: You can provide evidence of at least two years of qualied professional

experience within the last ve years. Your professional experience must qualify you adequately for the job

you want to do in Germany. In other words, it must be related to the profession you wish to pursue in

Germany.

Job offer: You have a concrete job offer in a non-regulated profession in Germany. In contrast to

regulated professions, non-regulated professions are those whose practice is not protected by law. Most

vocational training occupations in Germany are non-regulated. To nd out which professions are

regulated, visit the Federal Employment Agency (BA) website. You can prove that you have a job offer by

presenting an employment contract with an employer in Germany. In addition, your employer’s

“Declaration of Employment” will usually be required as part of the visa process.

Minimum salary: Your potential job in Germany guarantees you a gross annual salary of at least €43,470

(in 2025). Your contract should include details of your future salary. Alternatively, it is sufcient if your

employer is bound by a collective agreement and pays you in accordance with that agreement. However,

if you are older than 45, the job you intend to take in Germany must enable you to earn a gross annual

salary of at least €53,130 (as of 2025) or you must be able to prove that you have adequate pension

provision.

https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/service/glossary/glossary-berufsqualifikation
https://zab.kmk.org/en/dab
https://zab.kmk.org/en/statement-comparability
https://www.bibb.de/de/186143.php
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/service/glossary/glossary-reglementierte-berufe
https://web.arbeitsagentur.de/berufenet/ergebnisseite/reglementierte-berufe?berufecluster=reglementiert
https://www.arbeitsagentur.de/datei/erklaerung-zum-beschaeftigungsverhaeltnis_ba047549.pdf
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/service/glossary/glossary-tarifvertrag
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Do you meet the above-mentioned requirements? Then nd out about the entry and visa process.

What opportunities does a visa for professionally experienced
workers offer?

As long as you are in employment and can cover your living costs, you will usually be able to extend your

residence permit. You may be granted a settlement permit after ve years in Germany. In this context, the

general provisions under Section 9 of the Residence Act (AufenthG)  apply.

Do you want to live in Germany with your family? This residence permit enables you to do so. To nd out

what you need to consider and what the requirements are, see the “Family life in Germany” section.

Approval of employment: The Federal Employment Agency (BA) has approved your employment. In this

context, the Federal Employment Agency will assess whether your conditions of employment (salary,

working hours etc.) correspond to those of domestic employees. BA approval is usually obtained from the

visa section during the visa process; no action is required on your part. For this, the Federal Employment

Agency requires the form “Declaration of Employment”, which needs to be completed by your employer.

Info box

A special provision applies to experienced professionals in the eld of information and

communication technologies: No proof of formal qualication (non-academic vocational

qualication, academic qualication or AHK qualication) is required.

Print page

https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/visa-residence/procedure/entry-process
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/service/glossary/glossary-niederlassungserlaubnis
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/englisch_aufenthg/englisch_aufenthg.html#p0125
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/living-in-germany/family-life
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/service/glossary/glossary-bundesagentur-fuer-arbeit
https://www.arbeitsagentur.de/datei/erklaerung-zum-beschaeftigungsverhaeltnis_ba047549.pdf
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/visa-residence/types/visa-professionally-experienced-workers/print
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.make-it-in-germany.com%2Fen%2F%3Ftx_basetpl%255Bmain%255D%3D6674%26type%3D1568366641%26cHash%3De56280d1b448e4f966efa7e30c5d7189
https://www.twitter.com/share?text=Visa%20for%20professionally%20experienced%20workers&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.make-it-in-germany.com%2Fen%2F%3Ftx_basetpl%255Bmain%255D%3D6674%26type%3D1568366641%26cHash%3De56280d1b448e4f966efa7e30c5d7189
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.make-it-in-germany.com%2Fen%2F%3Ftx_basetpl%255Bmain%255D%3D6674%26type%3D1568366641%26cHash%3De56280d1b448e4f966efa7e30c5d7189
https://web.whatsapp.com/send?text=Visa%20for%20professionally%20experienced%20workers%20https%3A%2F%2Fwww.make-it-in-germany.com%2Fen%2F%3Ftx_basetpl%255Bmain%255D%3D6674%26type%3D1568366641%26cHash%3De56280d1b448e4f966efa7e30c5d7189
mailto:?subject=Visa%20for%20professionally%20experienced%20workers&body=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.make-it-in-germany.com%2Fen%2Fvisa-residence%2Ftypes%2Fvisa-professionally-experienced-workers
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E-Mail Hotline FAQ

Do you have any questions?

Let us advise you on your opportunities to work and live in Germany. Our experts will support you

with questions regarding job search, visa, recognition and learning German. 

You can nd out more about the various contact options by clicking on one of the icons in the bar

below.


